English 11 

English 11 is a two-semester, one credit course for high school juniors.  
Contact Information

Teacher: Joyce McCarthy

If you have questions or concerns about course work or grades, please contact me before or after school. 

Phone 507-483-2232 #517

e-mail: jmccarthy@adrianschool.com
Course Description:

English 11 covers American literature from the early Native American oral tradition and writings to modern authors.  The course also includes instruction in vocabulary, grammar, writing, research, and speaking.
Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes

English 11 strives to meet the academic standards for language arts created by the Minnesota Department. of Education.

 • The student will actively engage in the reading process and read, understand, respond to, 

   analyze, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate a wide variety of fiction, poetic, and nonfiction 

   texts from American literature.


•The student will use a variety of strategies to expand reading, listening, and speaking 

                vocabularies.


• The student will use proper spelling and grammar to write clearly and coherently to effectively

                communicate for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

• The student will learn to locate and use information in reference materials for producing

                reports and essays that require MLA (Modern Language Association) style.


•The student will speak clearly and effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Required Textbooks and Materials
Holt, Rinehart, Winston Elements of Literature, Fifth Course

Holt, Rinehart, Winston Handbook, Fifth Course

     Reading: Of Mice and Men and additional selections of novels chosen by

     students in literary circles.

Suggested Course Materials

2 two-pocket folders

Notebook paper

Black or blue ink pens

Pencils and erasers

Assignments 

Assignments will include


• Vocabulary word lists that use practical words as well as words frequently used in ACT

           tests. Students will be required to handwrite definitions as well as practice using them in

           sentences. Weekly quizzes will test the students’ progress.

 
• Worksheets and textbook exercises with grammar and punctuation rules needed to 

              keep writing skills sharp.  The class will also concentrate on grammar skills that are 

              covered in the ACT.

• Compositions during the year will include a research paper and at least three others essays that will help develop writing skills for the senior year and beyond.

           • Some coursework will making classroom presentations. Many 

              of the assignments will include using computer skills, including PowerPoint 

             presentations  and use the Internet to find sources for your research paper.

• Journal writings will be assigned weekly and will be turned in periodically for grading.
Grading Scale
A   
94-100

C 
77-79.9

A-
91-93.9

C-
74-76.9

B+
89-90.9

D+
71-73.9

B
86-88.9

D
68-70.9

B-
83-85.9

D-
65-67.9



 
F
  0-64.9
Course & Instructor Policies:

Course & Instructor Policies
• Students must be in their desks by the time the bell rings.  Running into 

the room and dashing to your desk is not acceptable.  A tardy will result in the

loss of  daily points and will be handled as stated in the student policy handbook.

• Come to class prepared. Bring your books, pens, pencils, paper, and a two-

pocket folder to class each day.  Only a pencil and black or blue pens should

be used on assignments.  Any other color inks will result in a loss of points

from the assignment. 

• Late assignments will be docked 10 percent for each day they are late.  

If the class goes through the day’s assignment in class, the student who does not have his or her assignment completed will NOT get credit for the assignment.

• Plagiarism, copying from the Internet or other students’ work, will not be allowed.  Anyone caught doing so will be given a zero, no matter if it is a 10 point or 100 point assignment. 

• Restroom, locker, and office passes will only be issued by the classroom teacher. If you have forgotten your assignment in your locker, you will not be given a pass. As juniors and seniors you need to plan ahead. If you bring the assignment, immediately after class, you will be given 80 percent credit. Passes during first period and right after lunch should be only for emergencies. 

• Disrespectful language and remarks will not be tolerated.  This class is language arts, so appropriate language is expected.  Words such as “shut up,” “crap,” “that sucks,” as well as words of profanity are not acceptable and will result in the loss of daily points. If a student chooses to not lose his or her daily points, the student may choose to do 5 pushups, sit-ups, or jumping jacks.

• Pop, candy, calculator games, cell phones, coats, hats, and book bags are not allowed in the classroom. Cell phones will be taken to the office with consequences as stated in the student handbook. 

• While class is in session, students should not get out of their seats unless there is an emergency.  Students are expected to remain quiet while others are speaking and raise their hands to participate in class discussion.

• During the time remaining at the end of class, each student is expected to work on class assignments or other class work.  Chatting and visiting with classmates is not allowed.

• If you miss class, it is YOUR responsibility to get missed assignments.  Check with me for assignments. Assignments also are posted in the room and on the Internet.  Tests and other assignments must be completed within two days after an absence.

• A student will earn a total of 20 points each 9 weeks for coming prepared and following class rules.  Disrespectful behavior and continuous talking or disruptive behavior can result in loss of daily points.
Course Syllabus
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